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Street Sense aims to serve as a vehicle for elevating voices and public debate on 
issues relating to poverty while also creating economic opportunities for people 
who are experiencing homelessness in our community. 
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Helping returning 
veterans find jobs. 

70 new affordable 
housing units in NE! 

Two married vendors 
share love & creativity. 

Vendor and veteran 
Frosty Bibbee speaks 
out against the 
National Defense 
Authorization Act. 

A long awaited con¬ 
versation with vendor 
Victor Blokhine. 
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OUR STORY 

Street Sense began in August 2003 af¬ 
ter Laura Thompson Osuri and Ted Hen¬ 
son approached the National Coalition 
for the Homeless on separate occasions 
with the idea to start a street paper in 
Washington, D.C. 

Through the work of dedicated volun¬ 
teers, StreetSense published its first issue 
in November 2003. In 2005, StreetSense 
achieved501 (c) 3 status as a nonprofit 
organization, formed a board of directors 
and hired a full-time executive director. 

Today, Street Sense is published every 
two weeks through the efforts of four 
salaried employees, more than 100 ac¬ 
tive vendors, and dozens of volunteers. 
Nearly 30,000 copies are in circulation 
each month. 


Your Dollar Makes a Difference 

(StreetSense economics) 


Each vendor functions as a 
self-employed subcontractor 
for Street Sense. That means 
he or she re-invests in the 
organization with every 
purchase. Vendors purchase 
the paper for 35 cents/issue, 
which will then be sold to 
you for a suggested dona¬ 
tion of $1. 


Therefore, 35 cents of your donation repays the vendor for 
her initial purchase. The remaining money is profit that will 
support your vendor as he works to overcome homelessness. 



35 % 

Supports 
production 
costs 
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65 % 

Directly 
aids the 
vendor 



As self-employed contractors, our vendors follow a code of conduct: 


1. Street Sense will be distributed for a volun¬ 
tary donation of $1. I agree not to ask for more 
than a dollar or solicit donations for Street 
Sense by any other means. 

2.1 will only purchase the paper from Street Sense 
staff and will not sell papers to other vendors 
(outside of the office volunteers). 

3. I agree to treat all others - customers, staff, 
other vendors - respectfully, and I will not "hard 
sell/' ( threaten or pressure customers) 

4.1 agree to stay off private property when selling 
Street Sense. 

5.1 understand that I am not a legal employee of 
Street Sense but a contracted worker responsible 
for my own well-being and income. 


6.1 agree not to sell any additional goods or prod¬ 
ucts when selling the paper. 

7. I will not sell Street Sense under the influence 
of drugs or alcohol. 

8.1 agree to stay a block away from another ven¬ 
dor and respect the space of all vendors. 

9. I understand that my badge is the property of 
Street Sense and will not deface it. I will present 
my badge when purchasing the papers and display 
my badge and wear my vest when selling papers. 

10. I understand that Street Sense strives to pro¬ 
duce a paper that covers homelessness and pov¬ 
erty issues while providing a source of income for 
the homeless. I will try to help in this effort and 
spread the word. 
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NY's Stricter Homeless Rules 
Rejected by Court 

Unmarried people do not need to 
prove that they have nowhere else to 
stay before entering a homeless shel¬ 
ter, a Manhattan court ruled February 
22. The court said that the adminis¬ 
tration did not communicate properly 
with the city council when making the 
policy changes. 

The policy change was imposed in No¬ 
vember without meeting requirements 
such as a public hearing and other proce¬ 
dural steps, according to Reuters. In De¬ 
cember, the council voted to sue Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s administration over 
how the policy was communicated to 
lawmakers and the public. 

Reuters said that city officials have 
estimated that the policy would save $4 
million per year. Council Speaker Chris¬ 
tine Quinn was very satisfied with the 
ruling of the court. She believes that 
the new rule would have put thousands 
more New Yorkers on the street, since 
they required “people who could least 
shoulder it” to provide proof that they 
have nowhere else to stay, Quinn said to 
the New York Post. 

The city plans to appeal the decision. 
Mayor Bloomberg thinks that the judges 


should explain to New Yorkers “why they 
think that you should just have a right to 
walk in and say, ‘Whether or not I need 
services, give it to me,’” he said to the 
New York Post. 

It Took Only 15 Months to 
House 3,000 Homeless in LA 

In December 2010, the Home for 
Good Plan was launched in L.A. Now the 
plan has exceeded its goal in getting 
long-term homeless and veterans into 
housing. More than 3,000 of Los Ange¬ 
les County’s most entrenched homeless 
population have moved into permanent 
housing, The Los Angeles Times reports. 
The Home for Good Plan aims to end 
long-term and veteran homelessness in 
the county by 2016. 

The chronically homeless make up 
just a quarter of the 51,000 people 
without permanent shelter on any given 
night. But they use up a disproportion¬ 
ate share of public services, including 
hospital emergency rooms and jails, 
experts say. The plan proposes real¬ 
locating about $230 million in existing 
resources each year to pay for perma¬ 
nent supportive housing, which includes 
counseling and treatment, to help keep 
people off the streets. 


In all, 2,273 chronically homeless 
people have been placed in supportive 
housing. That is 573 more than hoped 
for in the first year, the report says, 
and at least 864 veterans who are not 
considered chronically homeless were 
also housed. 

There have been concerns from 
some service providers that too many 
resources are being directed at the 
chronically homeless at the expense 
of youths and families who may need 
housing or recovery programs, but plan 
supporters argue that moving chronic 
street dwellers into permanent homes 
will free up significant resources for 
other homeless populations. 

Homeless in Montreal Got 
30,551 Tickets in Five Years 

A study shows, that in less than 5 
years, 30,551 tickets were handed out 
to homeless people in Montreal, Cana¬ 
da, for municipal bylaw and Societe de 
transport de Montreal violations. The 
tickets were handed out to 4,370 people 
—3,852 men and 518 women. The major¬ 
ity were handed out for public drunken¬ 
ness or intoxication, travelling without 
paying for a ticket, and sleeping on a 
bench, seat or floor of a metro car. 


The Gazette reports that one 
51-year-old homeless man is supposed 
to pay more than $88,000 for the 374 
infractions for which he has been fined 
between January 2006 and December 
2010. Of them, 132 are for sleeping or 
lying in a metro car. 

The money spent on this pointless 
venture would be better spent on so¬ 
cial programs to solve the problems that 
cause the infractions in the first place, 
said a representative of the homeless 
to the newspaper. The authors of the 
report agree that handing out tickets 
does not help anything. 

“Issuing one ticket after another and 
spending the time and energy and re¬ 
sources to deal with these unpaid tick¬ 
ets is no good,” Marie-Eve Sylvestre, 
one of the authors, told The Gazette. 
“The situation of the homeless is just 
worsening and they keep increasing the 
number of tickets year after year.” 

Montreal Mayor Gerald Trembley 
agrees that ticketing people who can¬ 
not pay is not an answer. He also said 
that there cannot be two sets of rules 
for the metro, one for the homeless and 
one for others. 
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I want to donate: 

Provides food for six Writer's Group meetings. 
Provides office supplies for one month. 

Buys vendor badges for six months. 

Makes significant improvements to the paper. 
Secures space needed for vendor training. 
Prints four issues of the paper. 

Helps build significant organizational capacity. 
Towards whatever is needed the most. 

Directly to vendor_. 

$40 For a bimonthly subscription (26 issues). 

Please make checks payable to 
"Street Sense" 
and mail to 
1317 G Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 


Donate online @ www.streetsense.org 




Name 

Address 


8 

Email 


Veda was homeless and dealing with a history of drug abuse. Then, more than four 
years ago, a friend referred her to Street Sense. Since becoming a vendor, Veda has 
found a new home and a new lease on life. She says her customers have been very 
supportive. "They talk to me and give me a lot of encouraging words." Veda can 
often be found singing and selling her papers on the corner of G and 13th streets. 


My info: 




















Meeting an Invisible Need 

Helping babies and parents with millions of diapers 



"By being able to give families relief, we are in a 
small way being able to address the poverty issue 
in this country." 


By Abbey Woodfin 

Editorial Intern 

Keeping a baby in clean diapers can 
be a challenge. 

The typical infant needs between 
eight and ten diapers a day. 

The cost, which can run anywhere 
from $60 to $100 per month, can rep¬ 
resent a financial burden, particularly 
for a poor family. 

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, 
22 percent of American children are 
living below the poverty line. A family 
of three living at the federal poverty 
level is subsisting on approximately 
$1,500 a month. 

Buying diapers can mean sacrifices in 
other areas. 

Enter a newly-formed network of 
charities resolved to help meet this 
often-invisible but critical need. 

The National Diaper Bank Network 
(NDBN) and Kids in Distressed Situations 
(K.I.D.S.) have set a goal of distribut¬ 
ing 60 million disposable diapers over 
the next three years to help struggling 
familes across the United States. 

The organizations announced the 
effort on Feb. 21 with a diaper distri¬ 
bution for needy teen mothers at Cov¬ 
enant House in Washington D.C. 

“By being able to give families relief, 
we are in a small way being able to ad¬ 
dress the poverty issue in this coun¬ 
try,” said Janice Weinman, president of 
K.I.D.S., Inc., a nonprofit founded in 
1985 to help underprivileged and disas¬ 
ter-struck children. 

When parents cannot afford to buy 
the number of diapers their infants 
need, babies end up wearing soiled 
diapers and risking rashes, infections 
and stress. In addition, many day care 
centers require parents to supply clean 
diapers for their children. If the par¬ 
ents cannot afford to provide diapers, 
they risk losing their access to child¬ 
care, and with it, their ability to go to 
school or work. 

Providing diapers can help allevi¬ 
ate such problems and bring peace of 
mind, according to Corinne Cannon, 


founder of the D.C. Diaper Bank. Begun 
in 2010, the organization raises aware¬ 
ness about the importance of diapers 
as a basic necessity, collects diapers 
through community events and fundrais¬ 
ers and provides them to needy families 
throughout the Washington metropoli¬ 
tan area. 

Having enough clean diapers might 
seem like a small thing to well-to-do 
parents, Cannon said, but to struggling 
families “it makes a big difference.” 

“Parenting is the most difficult job in 
the world when everything is going for 
you,” said Cannon. “It is impossible if 
everything is against you.” 

Since it was established last year, 
The National Diaper Bank Network has 
become an umbrella for local diaper 
banks across the country. The national 
bank began with help from Huggies Ev¬ 
ery Little Bottom, a program dedicated 
to providing diapers to babies in need 
and developing a sustainable solution 
to support the issue of diaper need in 
North America, according to Joey Moor¬ 
ing, senior manager of global marketing 
and brand communications for Kimber¬ 
ly-Clark Corporation, the parent corpo¬ 
ration for Huggies brand diapers. 

When the national diaper bank got 
started, it did not have a distribution 
arm. But after reading about the NDBN 
in The Wall Street Journal last Novem¬ 
ber, Weinman, of K.I.D.S., contacted 
Joanne Goldblum, the NDBN’s executive 
director, and a collaboration was born. 
K.I.D.S., which claims an established 
network of over 1,000 local community 
service agencies throughout the nation 
and abroad, became the official distri¬ 
bution arm of the NDBN. 

Together, the organizations expect 
to provide more than 20 million Huggies 
diapers in 2012. The diapers will be dis¬ 
tributed on a quarterly basis, with five 
million diapers going to various agen¬ 
cies and organizations throughout 33 
states every fouth months. 

“Our vision is to help America be¬ 
come a place where every family has 
access to the diapers they need for 
their child,” said Mooring. “The NDBN 
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will holistically address diaper need 
by strengthening diaper distribution 
resources and channels. The partner¬ 
ship with K.I.D.S. is helping the NDBN 
do this.” 

In addition to distributing diapers, 
the participating organizations have 
stressed the importance of raising 
awareness about the need. 

More than one third of parents 
have reported cutting back on other 
necessities to buy diapers, according 
to Weinman. 

The idea of allowing basic needs 
such as toilet paper, soap and diapers 
to be purchased with food stamps has 
been proposed. But currently, The 
U.S.Department of Agriculture’s food 
stamp program, also known as the Sup¬ 
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), does not not help with the cost 
of such nonfood essentials. 

Lacking alternatives, diaper banks 
seem like the best solution, organiz¬ 
ers say. 


“We are trying to strengthen exist¬ 
ing diaper banks and start new ones.” 
said Goldblum, “to get them to as many 
states as possible and to as many people 
as possible.” 


m 
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Shelter System Can’t Keep Up 


By Jessilyn Justice 

Editorial Intern 

When District officials made plans 
late last year to renovate rooms for 100 
additional homeless families at the old 
D.C. General Hospital, the plan seemed 
more than adequate. 

The new space would allow the 
city to move roughly 50 families being 
housed in area motels into the hospital, 
and accommodate more if needed. 

But as the 100 rooms were being 
completed, homeless families contin¬ 
ued appearing at a rate officials did 
not anticipate. Once again, the system 
was overwhelmed. On a recent night, 
the city found itself paying motel rates 
for 211 families, four times the number 
in December. 

At a Feb. 14 meeting of the city’s 
Interagency Council on Homelessness, 
Human Services director David Berns 
could only express bewilderment at the 
ever-growing need. 

“I had no idea that the number of 
families facing homelessness would in¬ 
crease so much,” the director said. “Our 
original projection last year was that we 
would be able to handle everybody in 
D.C. General’s existing capacity.” 

Even before renovation work began 
on the additional 100 rooms, the hos¬ 


pital, which has served as the city’s 
family homeless shelter for the past 
four years, could accommodate 153 
families. Families began moving into 
the newly renovated rooms in mid- 
January with the last rooms scheduled 
to open by Feb. 27, according to De¬ 
partment of Human Services adminis¬ 
trator Fred Swan. 

In the wake of the recession and 
housing crisis, cities all over Ameri¬ 
ca have dealt with rising numbers of 
homeless families. In the District, 858 
families, including 1,600 children, 
were included in the 2011 Point-In- 
Time homeless count, a seven percent 
increase over 2010. 

In addition to the rising numbers, 
homeless families are facing barriers in 
moving out of the shelter system into 
more permanent housing, said Swan. 

“The system never stops,” Swan said. 
“When people get in and don’t get out, 
it clogs up the system.” 

City officials are quick to admit that 
sheltering homeless families in an ob¬ 
solete hospital is far from ideal. But a 
room in the hospital is far better than 
the streets. 

“It’s better to have something for 
them than nothing,” said city Council¬ 
man Jim Graham, who chairs the coun¬ 
cil’s human services committee. 


Graham said that he is waiting to see 
how much money district Mayor Vincent 
Gray will include in his budget for hous¬ 
ing and human services to help families 
overcome the problems underlying their 
homelessness. In the meantime, Gra¬ 
ham said he is trying to raise awareness 
about the needs. 

“It’s much better to have the message 
carried now before the mayor submits 
his budget,” Graham said. “Once we 
have the budget, it’s hard to change.” 

Some families became homeless as 
a result of recent economic problems. 
Others have struggled for years. 

Polly Donaldson is the executive di¬ 
rector of Transitional Housing Corpo¬ 
ration, a faith-based non-profit that 
provides housing and support services to 
homeless and at-risk families. She said 
that many of the families her organiza¬ 
tion serves have been caught in poverty 
for generations. 

Some who grew up in temporary 
housing have now returned with their 
families to request housing once more, 
said Donaldson, who, like Berns, at¬ 
tended the recent meeting of the Inter¬ 
agency Council on Homelessness (ICH). 

An ICH work-plan for 2012 lays out 
strategies and goals for helping families 
move through the shelter system and 
into transitional or permanent housing. 


One approach involves streamlining 
the process by which families apply for 
temporary and/or permanent housing 
by using resources available through the 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami¬ 
lies, orTANF, program. 

Berns noted that nearly 30 percent 
of families on TANF are homeless or 
living in unstable housing situations. 
Of those living in family shelters like 
D.C. General, Berns said that close to 
95 percent of the individuals are on, or 
eligible for, TANF. 

Until this point, the shelter ran its in¬ 
take and TANF programs separately. But 
by combining intake and case manage¬ 
ment services, the Department of Hu¬ 
man Services could provide assistance 
in a more holistic manner, Berns said. 

“Through TANF, we can actually start 
concentrating on something other than 
housing and shelter, but also work on em¬ 
ployment, mental health issues, and do it 
all as a unified approach,” he said. “We 
just think that this is the only way to go.” 

Merging TANF with the intake pro¬ 
cess would help homeless families move 
through the system faster, Swan agreed. 

He added that the key at this point 
is to have the 800 plus families in the 
system complete a TANF assessment so 
they can potentially gain permanent 
housing sooner. 


Spring Art Show Celebrates Homeless Creativity 


By liana Shulevitz 

Editorial Intern 

The rain was pouring down as a line 
began to form promptly at 2:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 24 outside of a church basement 
in northwest D.C. The few people left 
on the streets took little notice of the 
crowd; the commotion was presumably 
caused by pedestrians trying to escape 
the rain. 

What many did not know was that the 
line led into a room full of color and 
energy, where pictures lined the walls 
and sculptures peered down from the 
windows’ shelves. Servers offering hors 
d'oeuvres and refreshments to homeless 
D.C. residents walked around tables 
covered with paint-splattered cloths. 
This was the scene of Miriam’s Kitchen’s 


fourth annual "Vernissage: Art Extrava¬ 
ganza!” exhibition. 

At one table, painter Carl Foley 
spoke casually with fellow artists as 
he watched out for the passing trays 
of finger-food. He did not brag about 
his artwork on the opposite end of the 
room, he did not even want to display 
what he considered his best examples. 

“For the people that come here... 
it’s an outlet to express their feelings, 
their emotions and their thoughts about 
being homeless,” he said when asked 
about his modesty. “Whatever’s bother¬ 
ing them, they put it on paper.” 

Many pieces on the wall are wrought 
with emotion, and each is very personal. 

In another corner of the salon-style 
studio, artist Randy Pressley expressed 
similar feelings of privacy. “I don’t 


like to make [the exhibition] into a big 
deal,” he said. “But it feels good; it’s 
really a big difference to see [my paint¬ 
ings] hanging.” 

Pressley wasn’t an artist before he 
began coming to Miriam’s Kitchen 12 
years ago, but now when he sits down 
to paint, he is confident and shameless 
about his work. 

Jewelers, too, attended the event to 
share their art with guests and fellow 
clients. An artist who prefers to be iden¬ 
tified as “The Great LaDale” has been 
making necklaces and other jewelry to 
sell and gift at Miriam’s Kitchen for three 
years. At the exhibition, he sat at a cen¬ 
ter table covered with hundreds of beads, 
hard at work trading with fellow jewelers 
from his own personal collection of beads 
for pieces that fit his visions. 


“I’m trying to beautify the beautiful 
with jewelry,” he said. “I treasure the 
art of it.” 

Miriam’s Kitchen’s art therapy pro¬ 
gram offers an outlet for the homeless 
to come and express themselves and 
find relief from the streets through art. 
Supplies are available to everyone at 
no cost. Many artists come every day to 
escape and to work, and the annual ex¬ 
hibition is clients’ chance to share what 
they have created. 

“They are really serious about their 
work, even if they might throw it away,” 
said Kate Baasch, the program’s senior 
art therapist and case manager. “It’s 
about coming and about the process, and 
we want to give them the opportunity 
to do what real artists do: participate in 
exhibitions and share their work.” 







General Electric (GE), connects veterans with potential employers and recognizes the skills they bring to the 
workplace at a luncheon on February 16. 
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Senators, CEOs, and committee chairs attend the hiring fair 
series to lend their voices in support of "hiring our heroes" 

PHOTO BY KENDRA NIXON 


Hiring Fair Gives Hope to Job Seekers 

By Kendra Nixon 

Editorial Intern 


Robin Wilford served in the Army for 
five years and three months. She was 
medically retired in 2000 and since then 
has been looking for not just a steady 
job, but a career. 

“I’ve filled out a lot of applications and 
haven’t had any success," said Wilford. 

With hopes of starting a career in in¬ 
formation technology, Wilford attended 
the hiring fair held Thursday, Feb. 23 at 
the Washington Hilton to make connec¬ 
tions with employers. 

The unemployment rate is greater 
than 20 percent among veterans. 

Such hiring fairs are part of a nation¬ 
wide initiative to help veterans and their 
spouses find meaningful employment as 
they assimilate back into civilian life. 

The Chamber of Commerce, in part¬ 
nership with GE and 19 other compa¬ 
nies, will hold 400 hiring fairs in 400 
different cities in the United States. 
Hiring fairs include skill training work¬ 
shops and resume writing assistance. 

From Feb. 13 to 16, GE held an event 
dedicated to building a more highly 
skilled workforce to promote and sup¬ 
port the nation’s veterans in the work¬ 


place. GE plans to launch several new 
programs throughout the year. 

The event brought together leaders 
from business and politics and centered 
on manufacturing, innovation, jobs and 
trade. Over 65 leaders gathered to 
discuss the opportunities to make the 
country and its labor force more com¬ 
petitive in the future. 

GE pledged to hire 5,000 returning 
veterans within the next five years dur¬ 
ing a luncheon on Thursday, Feb. 16, at 
the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, in 
Washington D.C.. 

Business leaders, GE executives, con¬ 
gressional leaders and veterans in need 
of work attended the luncheon. 

Jay Ireland, President and CEO of GE 
Africa, announced GE’s commitment to 
hiring 1,000 veterans per year for the 
next five years. 

David McGinnis, acting Assistant Sec¬ 
retary of Defense for Reserve Affairs, 
opened the afternoon event by stating, 
“GE works with veterans more than 
anyone else.” 

By recognizing the skills of veterans, 
GE has helped employ 7,000 veterans 


and their spouses since March 2011. In 
the past year, there have been more 
than 80 hiring fairs throughout the U.S. 

“It’s not about numbers, it’s about cre¬ 
ating a movement,” said Kevin Schmie- 
gel, Vice President of the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce. “Veterans hiring veterans 
encourages veteran entrepreneurship.” 

More than 100,000 veterans have 
come to work for the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA), about 4,000 
veterans annually. VA comes second in 
education assistance, only to the De¬ 
partment of Education. 

“We must serve them as they served 
us,” said Eric Shinseki, Secretary of VA. 
“Veterans set an admirable example of 
selfless service.” 

U.S. Sen. Patty Murray addressed the 
issue of veterans who are discouraged 
by the job market. Veterans may have 
the skills needed for employment, but 
lack the needed assistance. 

There is a certain stigma about hir¬ 
ing the men and women who have 
served their country. Some have even 
been reluctant to indicate being a vet¬ 
eran on resumes. 


Sen. Murray, Chairwoman of the VA 
Committee, encouraged business owners 
to “get the word out to other companies 
about the importance of hiring veterans.” 

She also insisted companies should 
provide job training, develop an inter¬ 
nal veterans group and reach out to 
community colleges and universities. 

Allen Matthews served in the Navy 
for three years and since then has been 
looking for employment for the past 
four and a half years. 

Matthews liked the idea of the hiring 
fair. “You get the chance to meet face to 
face with someone rather than applying 
online and submitting resumes,” he said. 
“You get to interact with employers.” 

With experience in the field of en¬ 
gineering, Matthews hopes to find a 
career as a mechanical engineer or in 
customer service. He has been working 
with various temp agencies but hopes to 
find a more meaningful career. 

“I’ve submitted resumes online, but 
don’t get a call back,” he said. 
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Grand Opening of the Bread for 
the City Dental Clinic 


By liana Shulevitz 

Editorial Intern 

At Bread for the City’s Northwest 
Center, located in the District’s Shaw 
neighborhood, guests gathered on Feb. 
16 to cut a ribbon, and to celebrate the 
official beginning of a much-needed 
new health program. 

“A dental clinic was the most 
requested service from our clients,” 
said Greg Bloom, a development 
associate in communications at Bread 
for the City. 

The nonprofit’s two-chair dental clinic, 
with its fresh green and white walls, 
is equipped with everything needed 
for oral examinations, X-rays, dental 
cleanings, fluoride treatments, scaling 
and root planing, sealants, restorative 
work, extractions and dentures. 

The services are available to 
any D.C. resident who qualifies for 
public medical insurance. Patients in 
desperate need of care have already 
begun to make use of it. 

“We’re expecting over 1,000 in the 
course of the year,” said Bloom. 

An expansion of the Northwest Center 


was completed one year ago, and the 
building included a dental suite. Bread 
for the City predicted it would need 
nearly three years of fundraising before 
it could make the clinic operational, but 
residents were desperate for the service, 
and the community raised enough to 
open the clinic in just one year. 

The dental clinic is dedicated to 
the late William J. Christie, D.D.S., 
and his wife Mary C. Christie in honor 
of their contributions to the project. 
The D.C. Primary Care Association and 
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield also 
provided support. 

Dental care can be hard to find 
for the poor, and Bread for the City 
estimates that up to half of its clients 
had no previous access to dental 
services. Some who have come to the 
clinic so far say they have not been to 
see a dentist for years. 

“I get scary stories,” said Dr. Steven 
Myles, the clinic’s resident dentist. 
“Some [patients] have definitely seen 
a dentist recently...but I’ve heard five 
years, seven years commonly, even 10 
years, as much as over a decade.” 

Myles, who attended Howard 
University, and is familiar with the 



Bread for the City representative, members of the Christi family. Dr. Steven Myles, 
and representatives from DC Primary Care Association and from CareFirst BlueCross 
BlueShield cut the ribbon to honor the opening of Bread for the City's dental clinic. 
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neighborhood, has been affectionately 
nicknamed “Dr. Smyles.” 

The District is not alone in its 
shortage of dental services for the poor. 

Oral health has been recognized as 
one of the most critical health issues 
in the country for low-income families. 
According to the health policy journal 
Health Affairs , nearly 82 million 
Americans lacked access to dental care 
in 2008. 

More than 40 percent of homeless 
adults surveyed in a national study by 
the American Journal of Public Health 
in 2010 reported that their dental care 
needs were not met. 

Oral care for children is of particular 
concern. According to the National 
Health Care for the Homeless Council, 
tooth decay is the most common 
chronic childhood disease. 

Earlier this month Hospitals fit 
Health Networks reported that more 
than 50 percent of vulnerable children 
have an oral disease and little to no 
access to dentists. 

National awareness of the problems 
with dental care has grown largely from 
news of tragic youth deaths caused 
by easily-fixable oral problems. The 


first highly-publicized case was of 12- 
year old Deamonte Driver in 2007. 
After living in homelessness in Prince 
George’s County, Maryland, just outside 
of D.C., Driver died when untreated oral 
bacteria spread to his brain. 

At the ribbon cutting ceremony, 
Bread for the City patient and board 
member Michael Blue took to the 
podium to express his overwhelming 
appreciation to the organization. 

“I’m at a loss for words,” he said to 
guests. “It’s hard out there.Jt can be 
difficult to simply survive, but Bread 
for the City opens doors for you to get 
the help you need.” 

Blue emphasized the importance of 
how the organization offers more than 
primary care: it offers non-judgmental 
support and boosts in self-esteem. 

Bread for the City’s Northwest 
Center is located at 1525 7th St, NW, 
Washington, DC. Appointments can be 
made by calling (202) 386-7020. 



Bread for the City's new dental clinic has multiple chairs ready for new patients. 
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District Breaks Ground on 
Low-Cost Housing Development 

City follows up housing commitment at One City Summit with 70 affordable units in NE 



Government and community leaders assist Mayor Gray on breaking ground for 
The Nannie Helen at 4800. 
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By Meagan Ramsay 

Editorial Intern 

Affordable housing was listed as a “top 
priority” of residents attending Mayor 
Vincent Gray’s Feb. 11 One City Summit. 

Less than two weeks later, at a Feb. 
23 ground-breaking ceremony for a new 
low-cost housing development, the 
mayor was eager to show he had gotten 
the message. 

He described the new apartments 
that would soon rise on the site and 
announced the reformation of a task 
force dedicated to shaping a long-term 
affordable housing strategy for the city. 

“We can never become one city 
without recognizing the importance of 
housing to our residents,” Gray said at 
the event. “I would love to say we’re 
winning the battle, but I’m not sure we 
are. I think we have a long way to go to 
be able to say we have enough housing 
for the people who live in the district.” 

Flanked by other city officials, de¬ 
velopers and local residents, the mayor 
announced the Nannie Helen at 4800, 
a mixed-use 89,000 square-foot project 
featuring 70 affordable housing units, 
retail space, parking and an adult edu¬ 
cation and fitness center. 

The development located on Nannie 
Helen Burroughs Avenue NE in the Dean- 
wood neighborhood will be available to 
seniors, working families and individuals. 

Gray called the project “a pivotal 
milestone in the continued develop¬ 
ment of East-of-the-River communities 
in the District.” 

Tony Wash, of A. Wash & Associates, 
a development team, said he envi¬ 
sioned the project five years ago after 
observing the lack of development in 
the neighborhood. He said he grew up 
in the area and returned with the inten¬ 
tion of improving his community. 

“It is gratifying for me to be in a posi¬ 
tion to be able to give back because so 
much was given to me through afford¬ 
able housing,” said Wash. 



Mayor Gray speaks at the ground 
breaking ceremony for the Nannie 
Helen at 4800 housing project. 
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Within the next three weeks, the 
existing building on the site is sched¬ 
uled to be demolished. Construction is 
scheduled to begin six weeks from now, 
said Wash, with the projected comple¬ 
tion date set for July 2013. 

Gray used the ground-breaking event 
as an occasion to unveil a newly recon¬ 
stituted Comprehensive Housing Strat¬ 
egy Task Force (CHSTF), comprised of 
34 individuals charged with reporting to 
the mayor on specific issues. The task 
force, which originated in 2003, made 
its last report in 2006. 

The Mayor chose Harry Sewell and 
Deborah Ratner Salzberg to co-chair 
the CHSTF. 

Sewell is the Executive Director of 
the D.C. Housing Finance Agency and 
has more than 30 years of housing expe¬ 
rience in the public and private sectors. 
Salzberg serves on the board of direc¬ 
tors for Forest City Enterprises and is 
president of Forest City Washington, ac¬ 
cording to a government press release. 

“I’m so pleased that the mayor has 
embraced a comprehensive housing 


strategy that not only calls for a supply 
side mechanism-how can we increase 
the supply of affordable housing, but 
also encompasses a demand side strate¬ 
gy-how can we bring down the demand 
for affordable housing by giving people 
good education and good jobs,” Sewell 
said at the press conference. “Then 
they can afford their own house in the 
neighborhood of their choice.” 

The demand strategy was key in con¬ 
vincing Salzberg to accept the position. 

She said that residents in the Dis¬ 
trict not only need affordable housing, 
but they also need the opportunity to 
work and live comfortably in affordable 
housing so they can eventually transi¬ 
tion out to make space for others. The 
focus should be on combining services, 
affordable housing, and jobs. 

With the placement of over 200 
homeless families in motels in recent 
weeks and a backlog of additional fami¬ 
lies in a city shelter, unable to move on, 
affordable housing has become an even 
more critical issue for city leaders. 

“If we don’t focus on the demand 
side, there will never be enough sup¬ 


ply,” the mayor said. “We will con¬ 
stantly have customers who will find 
themselves in circumstances where 
they can’t be moved beyond a particu¬ 
lar economic point.” 

Little by little, projects such as The 
Nannie Helen at 4800 are slowly mak¬ 
ing an impact in communities around 
the city, said Yvette Alexander, Coun- 
cilmember for Ward 7. 

“I have so many shovels from the 
ground breaking’s in Ward 7, I’m going 
to need some more office space,” she 
said. “This represents that our commu¬ 
nity is going to stay in our community. 
Our residents are going to be able to 
have affordable housing.” 

The development will bear the name 
of Nannie Helen Burroughs, an Afri¬ 
can American leader and scholar who 
dedicated her life to the education of 
women and girls. 

Burroughs, the principal of the Na¬ 
tional Trade and Professional School for 
Women and Girls which was located in 
the District, died in 1961. 
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Ninth Street as a Honky Tonk Rialto 


By Chris Shaw 

"Cowboy Poet" 

You con hear the musical stylings of the 
Cowboy Poet when my bondEtufe, per¬ 
forms ot Dietle's Tavern in Rockville on 
March 3rd at 9 p.m. 

Their Tinhorn Paradise 

Around 1910, Ninth Street between K 
Street and Pennsylvania was an Alpine 
crag-scape of flashing tin and light- 
bulb signs, swags of sheet metal and 
sightless caryatids guarding a wealth 
of nickelodeons, penny arcades and 
peepshows. For less than a quarter, 
swells could gulp down pailfuls of ale 
and whiskey and swagger around Ninth 
like the Sheik of Araby or Beau Geste. 
Of course, Prohibition drew the arras 
across the open swilling of drink, but 
many of the pleasure domes merely 
fine-tuned the entertainment. 

From the tiny Mount Vernon Theatre 
to the Gayety and Moore’s Garden The¬ 
atre and the Criterion, where Johnny 
Weissmuller gallivanted across the flick¬ 
ering screen as Tarzan the Ape Man-no 
mean feat for an Olympic breaststroke 
champion-fun of an affordable variety 
was the order of the day. Even in the 
depths of the depression, Jimmy Lake, 
the “Mayor of Ninth Street,” made sure 
that no customer left his establishments 
any less than a real pal. During World 
War II, dazzled GIs and “Gobs” patrioti¬ 


cally downed tin ducks in the shooting 
galleries and grabbed up kewpie dolls 
for their dates after skee-ball triumphs. 

As the Fifties rolled into the uncer¬ 
tain Sixties, the horse troughs once 
dedicated by Stilson Hutchins, a found¬ 
er of the Post (and the Washington 
Humane Society), got yanked uncer¬ 
emoniously out of the blue-slat curb¬ 
ing. Soon came an endless procession 
of demolitions: electrical shops; burger 
stands; girlie booths; and such stalwart 
sites as Lake’s, the Shubert (Gayety) 
Theatre and the replacement Gayety 
(once Moore’s Garden and frequently 
visited by Blaze Starr and Sally Rand 
among other ‘exotic’ acts). Parking lots 
replaced these august enterprises, and 
the neighborhood slumbered. 

My Photographic Capsule of Memory 

At age 17 I vaguely realized the 
black-and-white frames that I shot 
along Ninth Street, Tenth Street, New 
York Avenue and Eye Street were more 
than snapshots. The old guy in the Pan¬ 
ama hat, horn rims, ballooning white 
shirt and khaki pants in the foreground 
of one iconic shot had likely just left 
Central Book Shop, which for many de¬ 
cades was the spot to browse through 
huge stacks of Life, National Geograph¬ 
ic, Esquire and Playboy to one’s heart’s 
delight. The dust flew once you blew 
it off the top of the heaps. Between 
the worn brick and zinc facades of for¬ 


mer confectionery factory, Greek cafe 
and radio repair shop, the eye danced 
across blackened side bearing walls. 
Across these ran a menagerie of lost 
advertising symbols-the Durham Bull 
for cigarette smokers, Lady Columbia, 
a heroine of early auto batteries, Doc¬ 
tor Waters’ soda elixirs—right at Mount 
Vernon Place, when “nice” homes lined 
the north side of the square. 

My shutter snapped endlessly captur¬ 
ing vignettes of a time before my time. 
A shrunken figure, a former merchant 
seaman, clutching an oil-stained paper 
bag while leaning against the iron hoop 
fence outside his rooming house. An¬ 
other Charles Addams-style house, its 
flapping shades connoting possible un¬ 
pleasant odors emanating from vacat¬ 
ed cubicles inside. And the “all-seeing 
hand” of a fortune teller’s crude hand- 
painted sign at 1006 Eye, next to the 
Capital Hotel and the Greyhound Bus 
Package Express location, outside which 
a gaunt figure lies in deep slumber. 

There was, of course, a secret muse 
which showed itself at the end of the 
Eisenhower era with a vengeance. As 
a music historian, Mark Opsasnick has 
noted in his seminal work Capitol Rock 
that tiny and somewhat dangerous bars 
sprang up around the “skid row” periph¬ 
ery. Link Wray, his brothers Vernon and 
Doug and their cohort Shorty on bass 
held court at Vinny’s at 11th and H, 
where on more than one occasion peo¬ 
ple or objects flew through the front 


plate window. The Boondocks at Ninth 
and K, opposite Central Library, soothed 
the homesick emotions of Tennessee, 
Arkansas and Carolina country boys who 
craved the wail of cowboy pedal steel. 
And for “class” acts, none were higher 
up the low ladder than Dolly’s, which 
sometimes featured performers in drag; 
and the renowned Rocket Room, whose 
headliners included Billy Stewart, with 
his incredible scatting voice, and Ronnie 
Dove (“Kiss Away” may have been his 
hottest hit, in 1966). 

All of this did a double disappearing 
act. First in 1980, for the then-newly 
rubbled concrete D.C. Convention Facil¬ 
ity. That was dynamited (with Eye and 
Tenth remaining sealed off) 22 years 
later. Now, with the greenlighting of the 
vast, multi-use but seemingly sterile 
City Center, the whole zone down to H 
and Ninth is a mammoth hole filled with 
emerging stalagmites of foundation, air 
shafts and stairwells. Fascinating, but 
not the same way that the honky-tonk 
20th-century playground had been. 



Tiny Soldiers 

By Tammy Krauza 

Vendor 


Love 

By David Denny 

Vendor 


The silence submits to the sound of 
yore 

As flashbacks now begin, 

And peace gives way to the battle 
That rages on within. 

No letters were sent 
To wish me well. 

No packages arrive. 

There are no weapons to protect 
me, nor 

No comrades at my side. 

I have no medals to gaze at, 

No purple hearts bestowed, 

For the soldiers of this war 
Each fight it all alone. 


My wounds have started healing, 
and 

My mind is finding peace. 

I think of all the others, who 
Still fight the burdened beast. 
Their little smiles hide the pain 
So no one has to see, 

How cold the war on the children 
Often proves to be. 

Society still turns its head 
And the battle rages on. 

How long will they have to fight 
‘til child abuse is gone? 


It dwarfs all over the galaxies 
Shines brighter than stars above 
Its breadth surpasses the oceans 
And rivals the flight of the dove 
It’s the answer to all of my questions 

The song angels sing 
It’s the mission of every cherub 
And the wafting grace of each wing 
It’s a mixture of bliss and happiness 

Added with joy from above 
Stirred in with truth and affection 
That makes up this thing called love 








Comics & Games 



BARNEY b. CLYDE 


BARNEY & CLYDE IS A COMIC STRIP ABOUT AN UNLIKELY FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN A HOMELESS MAN AND A TYCOON. IT'S ABOUT OUR MODERN, POLARIZED ECONOMY OF HAVES AND HAVE-NOTS. IT RE-EXAMINES TRADITIONAL MEASURES OF SUCCESS, 
FAILURE, AND THE NATURE OF HAPPINESS. 


BARNEY 





Office Pities, 
av? such 9 


No,I mean literally 


v^An 1 elaborate s«tup. 



■WH-Timec) . 



ABOUT THE AUTHORS: GENE WEINGARTEN IS A COLLEGE DROPOUT AND THE NATIONALLY SYNDICATED HUMOR COLUMNIST FOR THE WASHINGTON POST. DAN WEINGARTEN IS A FORMER COLLEGE DROPOUT AND A CURRENT COLLEGE STUDENT MAJORING 
IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. MANY THANKS TO GENE WEINGARTEN AND THE WASHINGTON POST WRITER'S GROUP FOR ALLOWING STREET SENSE TO RUN BARNEY & CLYDE. 
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KLEVER’S COMICS #6 : MY NAME IS RIZE 


By Chino Dean 

Vendor 

The back of the White House had just 
been blown up. Many believe it was a con¬ 
spiracy to prevent “Rize” from meeting 
the president and vice president, to elimi¬ 
nate conversations that happen MIND TO 
MIND. They had a few documentaries that 
spoke of stealing his copyrights when he 
got older. They began stealing his mate¬ 
rial when he was only 8 years old. They 
began stealing things like drawings, music, 
poems and business ideas. By the time he 
was 16 years old, he came up with a solu¬ 
tion using telequinesis (conversation of the 
mind since the U.S. Government had finally 
created a computer that reads the minds. 
He began speaking to the Federal Bureau 



of Investigation through telequinesis and 
explained that many will confess. He cre¬ 
ated cartoons like “GUMBY,” “BART SIMP¬ 
SON,” and “MY LITTLE PONY.” Toys such 
as “MY BUDDY,” Movies like “CHUCKY.” 
Clothes like “RALPH LAUREN -POLO; POLO 
SPORT,” “LEE JEANS,” “CHANNEL & CHA¬ 
NEL.” He also had other companies like 
AKRIDGE FIRM, DC DOWNTOWN, AMBASSA¬ 
DORS, AND GOLDEN TRIANGLES. He sat in 
Washington, D.C. He claimed the sex of¬ 
fense registry agency made him register il¬ 
legally. He couldn’t receive a job because 
of blacklisting, except for independently 
contracted to Street Sense. STAY IN TUNED 
FOR THE NEXT EPISODES UP AND COMING 
ABOUT “RIZE.” 


































































































































STREET SENSE 
February 29 - March 13 2012 

EDITORIAL 


U 1 


Who's Next: 
The Easter 


By Jeffery McNeil 

Vendor 

The outrage over 
Obama’s new re¬ 
quirement that em¬ 
ployers cover birth 
control and insurers offer it at no cost 
to women may turn out to be the crown 
jewel in his tumultuous presidency. Like 
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal and Lyn¬ 
don Johnson’s War on Poverty, this deci¬ 
sion has exposed the Republican Party as 
a group of middle-aged white men who 
are angry that the US has become mul¬ 
ticultural and gender-equitable, instead 
of a nation controlled by a few wealthy 
white men. 

Just like they did with all the progres¬ 
sive reforms of the 20th century, Repub¬ 
licans are trying to use their wealth and 
influence to repeal Obamacare. 

They preach fear and use demagogu¬ 
ery to scare white voters into voting 
against their own interests, creating 
the impression that Obama is a purple 
people eater trying to socialize the na¬ 
tion by giving those who are poor and 
sick access to healthcare. The Republi¬ 


Bunny? 



cans basically called him everything but 
a cannibal. 

But the result has been good for the 
Obama administration. Pretty much ev¬ 
eryone has turned against the Republi¬ 
cans; the party has alienated the young, 
the old, gays, blacks, women, and even 
moderate Republicans. 

The extreme right says its agenda is 
tax breaks and limited government, but 
in the process they have managed to of¬ 
fend just about every race, creed and 
religion by attacking women and minori¬ 
ties with their social agenda. They are 
truly the party of the one percent. 

If the Republicans were a stock, they 
would be at a new low. Once upon a 
time, the Republicans were a well-oiled 
machine, and saved their attacks for 
blacks and Jews. Then in the ‘90s gays 
started coming out of the closet, giving 
Republicans another social issue with 
which to outrage social conservatives. 
They tapped into homophobic fears to 
win votes. 

They started using vicious language, 
generating fear that gays and immi¬ 
grants were going to overtake America. 
They used Christian universities like Bob 
Jones and Liberty to churn out young 
Republicans groomed as foot-soldiers 
for Christianity and capitalism. 

The irony is evangelicals of the past 
like Pat Robertson and Jerry Falwell 
would look like Ted Kennedy and Mi¬ 
chael Moore today. Over the past six 


months, the Republicans have gone 
so far to the right that Ron Paul looks 
like a pinko Communist and Sarah Palin 
sounds like Jane Fonda. 

Once upon a time, the Republican 
Party had conservatives with a con¬ 
science, like Nelson Rockefeller, Ja¬ 
cob Javitz, Lincoln Chafee and even 
Mitt Romney’s father, George Romney. 
Even George W. Bush paid lip-service to 
“compassionate conservatism.” Wealthy 
capitalists who felt guilty about screw¬ 
ing the poor at least tried to unite 
America, rather than denigrating ev¬ 
eryone who works hard to keep a roof 
over their head. 

Even Richard Nixon could arguably 
qualify as one of our most most liberal 
president, creating the EPA, HUD and 
affirmative action. Here’s what Nixon 
had to say about why we should in¬ 
crease taxes to ensure that Social Se¬ 
curity benefits could keep pace with 
inflation: “I propose that the Congress 
make certain finally that the retired, 
the disabled and the dependent never 
again bear the brunt of inflation...This 
will provide peace of mind to those con¬ 
cerned with their retirement years, and 
to their dependents.” 

Instead, today’s Republicans want 
to radically alter Social Security, of¬ 
fering plans that would privatize the 
program or make seniors use coupons 
to get benefits. 

Republicans went from disguising 


their contempt for women, minorities 
and the working middle class to going 
nuclear on the rights of women. The re¬ 
cent outrage over contraception cover¬ 
age and reproductive rights, I believe, 
is not about the sanctity of life. For if 
these self-proclaimed Christians care 
so much about raising families, they 
wouldn’t attack government programs 
like Head Start and food stamps, that 
feed poor children. 

They would ensure every child gets a 
decent education by not cutting fund¬ 
ing for public schools. Instead, some are 
busy trying to deny kids the chance to 
watch Big Bird and Arthur Aardvark by 
cutting funding to PBS. Others want to 
end the Girl Scouts because they view 
the organization as a radical group that 
promotes homosexuality and abortion. 

Make no mistake; the war on women 
is not about contraception, it is about 
ending the feminist movement and giv¬ 
ing power back to the man. However, 
this Republican overreach will not only 
get Obama re-elected but will also give 
the Democrats a majority and maybe 
rid America of right-wing conservatism 
and send it to its proper place: satel¬ 
lite radio. 


Street Sense Part 3 

By Michael Pennycook 

Vendor 

Nation’s capital. Only key to survive is to live. 
Will. 


If the politicians don’t murder you, the street life will for real. And people know, 
it’s the elements that run things. So, we push forward to the fullest. Get involved 
in as much as possible, and have them playing dodgeball with words. 

Check my technique, so different and ready. Don’t know if I should grow or be 
needy. Need feedback, ASAP. Don’t let me rot in the dread. Hello D.C., welcome to 
the real world, one in your front yard. So, we give our words, making a difference 
as much as possible. Sharing our idea, thoughts and lives. Exchanging ourselves so 
that we can better see where we are headed. The street life is one that requires us 
to share what we have. Because if we didn’t, the only companion we would have 
is the all-familiar feeling of the street life. The cold wind, that hot summer noon 
day, or W Street. A cold cycle, leading back to ourselves. Bear with me, I am get¬ 
ting somewhere. I will paint a nice portrait so we can all see what we are dealing 
with. Like before, stay tuned.... 

Keep smiling and have a great day. 



What is God? 

By Evelyn Nnam 

Vendor 

God is your heavenly father and a 
spirit. God is always right, never wrong. 

He created the heavens and the 
earth; He created you and me; and he 
already knew what you would look like 
when he created you. God is always 
watching you, seeing the wrong and 
right things you do every day. 

God is the only true God that saves 
you and helps you in life. He can give 
you lots of good and useful advice when 
you are curious or concerned about cer¬ 
tain things. 

God is always listening to what you 
need to say, sometimes he can speak to 
you, too. He is always watchful because 
he’s the omnipresent God, which means 
he can be in different places at one 
time. He is there when you’re sleeping, 


when you’re reading the Bible, even 
when you’re showering. God can know 
everything you think, even the words 
that never leave your mouth. 

He is never tired — if he were he 
would not be able to watch over you. 
That’s why we always say that our God 
in heaven is never tired or sleeping. In 
heaven there is no night, and there are 
plenty of mansions waiting for you. God 
is very peaceful, awesome, powerful, 
mighty, great, unchangeable. God is the 
awesome God - there are innumerable 
songs proclaiming such. 

He will provide for you when you 
need something and sometimes when 
you want something. God will feed 
you, quench your thirst, and provide 
you clothes on your back and shoes on 
your feet; this is promised in scripture. 
They say that God is care, joy, peace, 
love and many, many other great things. 

1 John 4:8 says God is love. That is 
what I think about God. 













Have You 
Ever Had 
a Best 
Friend? 

Vennie Hill 

Vendor 

I have. We were in our late teens. 
We met at a club through somebody 
else, but we hit it off instantly; so good 
that, within two months, we decided 
to move in with each other. There was 
never a time or day that we weren't 
together. 

She always listened to me and un¬ 
derstood my pain. She also laughed with 
me; sometimes she cried with me, and 
vice versa. I know that other relation¬ 
ships, or so-called friendships, had their 
ups and downs, especially when men 
were involved, but I cannot remem¬ 
ber a single incident with us. She had 
her skills and I had mine, which were 
totally different from each other. She 
was a secretary, and I was a telemar¬ 


keter, but we both helped each other 
with whatever we lacked. She was a 
Maryland girl, and I was a SE chick. 
She graduated from high school, and I 
went back at age 24 to receive my GED. 
She finished nursing and I dropped out 
within 3 months. She barely drank and 
I became a cocaine addict. Yet we truly 
got along and understood each other. 
We took care of each other and had 
a beautiful friendship. Best friends is 
what we call it. It’s truly what it is. I 
can remember the times where we fell 
in and out of love. Through the pain, 
we were always there for each other. 

It’s kind of sad but also happy, too. 
Because during my twenty years of ad¬ 
diction, she never came up to see me 
or anyone else. It kind of makes me 
feel very special, because now that I 
am clean, she’s coming up this month 
to spend her birthday with me. Just to 
see me. How excited am I? Very! 

I’m also a little on the scared side. 
Afraid that the friendship will not be 
the same or somehow different. But 
I’m taking the risk of that because it 
is worth it! 

Her oldest daughter is my goddaugh¬ 
ter, and I haven’t seen her since she 
was about six years old, but I just know 
that I would know her any time or place 
that I see her. That’s my Diamond and 
always will be. 


I regret going the opposite way of 
Stacey, but I am very proud of her. What 
she has become. She’s a working mom 
with four kids and is a very good wife. 
She has grown to make me proud. I’m 
also married today and free of drugs 
and a very good wife. I can’t wait to see 
her again. I have wasted so much of our 
friendship time on bull crap that I am 
ashamed of, but I’m not too ashamed 
to start over. I know that God works 
in mysterious ways. Nothing is out of 
place. We have grown, but still we love 
each other; how many friendships can 
say that? As I think about her, nothing 
has changed; she is still my best friend. 

I can’t wait to pick up where we left off. 

I can’t wait to spend time with her, her 
husband and her kids, just to catch up on 
the things I’ve missed. They are family 
to me, as well. We have been constantly 
keeping in touch with each other these 
past days from long distance. As if either 
one of us has the money to do this. 

Our favorite two places were the 
clubs and the hair salon. Our favorite 
movies to watch together were Gone 
With the Wind and Beaches. We didn’t 
always have the best of times though; I 
remember getting my jaw broken from 
being at the wrong place at the wrong 
time. Every night, my jaw use to pop 
in and out of place, causing so much 
pain. She would come inside my room 


and practically rock me back to sleep, 
because this would occur in the wee 
hours of the night. She wiped my tears 
and put me back to sleep. No, we were 
not gay or anything like that, it made 
me feel so much better. Put it this way, 

I knew that my friend was not only a 
friend, but a best friend. Because I was 
about 23 or 24 years old. But the pain 
did hurt like hell. She doesn’t remem¬ 
ber this too well, but I remember it 
like it was yesterday. 

Then there was another incident 
where my sister and her baby daddy 
had a figh,t and Stacey and I decided 
to go over there like we were going to 
kick his butt. You know I thought I was 
gangster back then. He came into the 
house, went under his bed and pulled 
a doubl-barrel shotgun. Stacey ran one 
way, and I ran another. I think we left 
the car. I still laugh when I think of this. 
Oh! Yeah it was pretty funny after It 
was over. 

Yes, we did some crazy things when 
we were young, but we are older now 
and much more mature, and I thank God 
that we made it. I truly hope our friend¬ 
ship will always retain its quality and 
value. We will always be best friends. 
Happy Birthday, Stacey Renee Trouble- 
field, and many, many, many more. 


Struggling with the 
Emotional Emotions 
of Life 

By Harmon Brady 

Vendor 

Are you struggling with feelings of 
hopelessness, helplessness or worthless¬ 
ness? Are you feeling depressed or dis¬ 
appointed, overwhelmed with financial 
problems, relationship difficulties, the 
end of a love affair or death of a loved 
one? Are you questioning whether life is 
even worth living anymore? Almost any 
unfortunate experience can make some¬ 
one consider a drastic solution. 

Would it surprise you to learn that by 
this time tomorrow, at least 84 people 
will have commited suicide? Not only 
will their deaths be recorded as com¬ 
pleted suicides, but another estimated 


1,900 adults will have attempted to 
suicide. An estimated 5 million living 
Americans have attempted to kill them¬ 
selves. Suicide is the whispered word, 
the taboo subject; yet this may well be 
what you contemplated. 

I don’t want you to be another sta¬ 
tistic; that is why I’m writing this. In 
one short tract like this I can’t begin 
to cover all that needs to be said, but I 
plead with you to hold on. Whatever it 
is that is troubling you, believe me, this 
too shall pass. These are not just words, 
but the truth. Please take it from me 
because I’ve been there, but I came up 
out of the abyss of despair. I tried to end 
it all and failed. Thank God, I failed. 

Now I want to help you. You can’t 
work, play, drink, smoke, take drugs, 
ignore, read, study, talk or forget your 
way out of whatever it is that’s trou¬ 
bling you. You just can’t.People who 
failed to end their lives admit they 
couldn’t get away from themselves and 
their disturbing thoughts. They were 


not choosing death as much as choosing 
to end their seemingly unbearable pain. 

The first thing I need to tell you is 
that you cannot solve your problems on 
your own. You need God. 

“Behold what manner of love the Fa¬ 
ther hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the Son’s of God.” 1 
John 3:1 

“Casting all your care upon Him: for 
He careth for you”. 1 John 4:8 

“For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten son, that whoso¬ 
ever believeth in Him, should not perish, 



but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 
“In this was manifested the love of 
God toward us, because God sent His 
only begotten son into the world, that 
we might live through Him.” 1 John 4:9 
“Hereby perceive we the love of God 
because He laid down His life for us. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His son to be 
the propitiation for our sin.” 1 John 4:10 
Let us keep fresh in our minds all the 
tender mercies God has shown us. Of 
the tears He has wiped away and the 
pain He has helped us bear. 



Harmon Bracey (Left) and Vennie Hill (Right) are married and enjoy their creative 
partnership in both hardship and good times. 
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In a State of Disbelief 

By Ibn Hipps 

Vendor 

How can we, as the pride of God's 
creation, enter a state of disbelief? 
This happens in many ways, for 
many reasons. 

Some people don't know that they 
are in this state of mind while other 
know they are out of tune with God. 
They know exactly what they are do¬ 
ing and want more of this world and 
do not care about the next. 

In the movie The Devil's Advocate, 
the lawyer cared more about winning 
his cases and making money than any¬ 
thing else. The lawyer defended the 
guilty, knowing they were guilty but 
getting them off. He felt good about 
winning but but in reality he lost the 
most important things, including his 
wife, who he loved dearly. 

See God is real. We visit him every 
night while sleeping. Sleep is death's 
cousin, God takes our soul while we 
sleep and returns it back by his di¬ 
vine will which causes us to awaken. 
When the soul is being lifted, we trav¬ 
el through different levels of heaven 
and pass through states which we call 
dreams and the Indians call visions. 

Now these dreams or visions can 
be glimpses of the future or of past 
remembrance, good or bad events 
you may have forgotten or things yet 
to come. 

If you are in tune with your God, 
some dreams or visions can save lives, 
or protect you from making the mis¬ 
take of a lifetime. 

Most people believe what they can 
see and don't believe what they can't 
feel, see, or touch. But if you really 
think about the things of this world, 
they are useless when it come to wor¬ 
ship or praise. I know rent has to be 
paid, food has to be cooked, the kids 
need shoes and clothes but beyond 
that, the things of this world are only 
useful for providing for your offspring. 

Beyond that, caring too much about 
what you can see, touch and feel puts 
you in a state of disbelief. You can 
easily lose sight of the fact that if it 
wasn't for God's blessing you with the 
knowledge to get these worldly poses- 
sions, you wouldn't have them. 

Loving the things of this world too 


much causes a negative chain reaction. 

Think about it this way. A person is 
born, and all he sees around him are 
things of this world. He has a sense 
of God's presence but does not know 
how to communicate with God be¬ 
cause all he knows is what he can see 
touch feel. The rappers, the bling, big 
cars, MTV cribs make it harder for 
him to get in tune with his God, make 
him want more of this world. 

Wanting a house, car, food for your 
family is all good but beyond that, you 
may end up putting your praise to man 
instead of to God. 

The Egyptians had themselves bur¬ 
ied with all their worldly possessions, 
like gold, favorite clothing even pets. 
But if you could talk to King Tut he 
would tell you that where he is now, 
it's just him and God. 

If you thought about it that way, 
you would just thank God for every¬ 
thing you have and remember that at 
any time, God could take it all away. If 
that happened, you you would humbly 
bow down to you maker. 

The street hustler who controls the 
whole neighborhood, who is feared 
by everyone, who can kill at will, 
who has all the money, all the women 
and fancy cars; he too is out of tune 
with God. 

So God sends down his punishment 
on him and all that is around him. So 
the hustler sees the light and humbles 
himself and bows down and asks for 
God's mercy. 

So hope and pray God shows you 
mercy, too. 

I used to have a friend and he was 
a drug dealer. He sold crack cocaine 
but he never tried to control the 
hood or its people, After a time, he 
got tired of poisoning his people so 
started getting into the Lord. He read 
his Bible and went to CDL school to 
learn to drive a truck and get his CDL. 
Class A. 

He was proud of himself and 
showed the friends he left behind 
what he was doing. He said he was 
going to stop hustling once he got rid 
of the last half ounce of crack. 

But he got into an argument with 
another hustler an never made out 
that alley. 

He was shot point black in the head 
with an .44 Magnum. 

With no education, with no knowl¬ 
edge of God, no leadership you will 


get swallowed up by life . 

Rest in Peace my best friend. Let¬ 
ting go of this worldly world is not 
easy for some people. 

I, myself have fallen into the state 
of disbelief. I was burned by God's 
mercy. He had mercy on me and now 


Burial of Democracy 

By Frosty Bibbee, 

Vendor 

From the beginning of time man has 
had to live by some sort of laws. After 
the Revolutionary War, we strive to make 
a better place to live. Wherein we came 
up with the Constitution: a set of guides 
and amendments to govern us. 

Today is the most horrendous day of 
the 21st century, it makrs he death of 
our Constitution. The President swore 
an oath to uphold and protect the Con¬ 
stitution of the United States, not re¬ 
write it. 

But on March 3rd 2012, the National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) goes 
into effect. When this happens, the 4th, 
5th, and 6th Amendments are thrown out 
of the Constitution. No more search war¬ 
rants, no pleading the 5th against self in¬ 
crimination, and no more speedy trials. 

Mr. President, you have put over 
300 million American citizens’ Life, 
Liberty, and Pursuit of Happiness in 
jeopardy of with the United States 
Armed Forces. Our well being and our 
freedom are in danger. 


Never Forget 

By Philip Black, 

Vendor, "The Cat in The Hat" 

I’ll never forget the first day I be¬ 
came homeless. I was lost, hungry, and 
very confused. I wanted to blame the 
world for my plight. I felt like my life 
was over. With my educational back¬ 
ground and good upbringing by my par¬ 
ents, how could I be in this situation? 
And I’ll never forget having major sur¬ 
gery and losing my job because of that 
surgery. I felt that all of my accomplish¬ 
ments were for nothing. 

I'll never forget the day I started to 
turn my life around. Getting involved 


he's giving me a chance to fix all that 
I destroyed in my life, and in others' 
lives. When you see me know that I 
am a prime example of God's mercy. 

Love is the key to eternal life with 
God!!! 


It seems strange that they decide to 
implement the NDAA during the Occu¬ 
pation movement. Somebody must be 
getting scared. Time Magazine named 
a protester Person of the Year, and the 
new Batman movie and Tom Clancy’s 
Rainbow 6 video game series has made 
us out as villains. 

NDAA provides for a reality where 
anybody can turn in their neighbors to 
the police because they don’t like them 
or don’t like their politics or religion. 
This reminds me of a man back in Russia 
in the 1920s. 

Never before in over 50 years have 
we faced an enemy in our own country 
made of our brothers and sisters in one 
of the mightiest armed forces in the 
world. (The United States Armed Forces) 

Frosty plans to be demonstrating 
against the NDAA on Saturday, March 3 
at 3 p.m in front of the White House. A 
similar protest will be held at the same 
time in Dallas TX. 


with Street Sense was a very important 
turning point for me. It was not just 
about selling papers. The paper is more 
about regaining your self-confidence by 
getting you back in touch with yourself 
and helping you communicate with oth¬ 
er people. But it didn’t stop there for 
me; I referred 15 to 20 other people to 
Street Sense who were going through 
the same thing I was going through, or 
even worse. They feel the same way I 
do. Now they are helping others the 
same way I helped them. It’s all cen¬ 
tered around what Street Sense stands 
for. So, thank you, Street Sense. I’ll 
never forget. 
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The Street Sense 
Business Challenge 

Georgetown University hosts an interna¬ 
tional collection of students to inovatefor 
Street Sense 


The Challenge winners, from Florida State University, with Street Sense execu¬ 
tive director Brian Carome. 
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By Allen Hoorn 

Vendor/Volunteer Manager 

Business students from around the 
country descended on Georgetown Uni¬ 
versity on Saturday, Feb. 18 to present 
proposals on ways to improve Street 
Sense financially and operationally. 

The students were participating in 
the annual Hilltop Consultants Busi¬ 
ness Strategy Challenge hosted by the 
Georgetown University McDonough 
School of Business, which invites under¬ 
graduate students to study a different 
client nonprofit organization each year 
and provide analysis as well as potential 
opportunities for improvement. For this 
year’s competition, Street Sense was 
selected as the client organization. 

Teams of three to four students ar¬ 
rived in Washington D.C. early on Thurs¬ 
day morning from as far away as China 
and Ireland. Upon arrival, the teams 
were presented with the case study 
which included a description of the 
Street Sense business model, complete 
financial records, and the policies and 
protocols of the organization. Teams 
were also allowed to glean information 
from a question-and-answer session 
with Brian Carome, Executive Director 
of Street Sense. 

Once they had all of the informa¬ 
tion in hand and were settled into their 
living quarters, the competitors were 
given Thursday and Friday to study the 
case of Street Sense and to do what¬ 
ever other research they deemed ap¬ 
propriate. The teams were expected 
to produce a complete analysis of the 
strengths and weaknesses of the orga¬ 
nization. They were also required to 
produce a formal presentation on the 
steps Street Sense should take in the 
future to put itself on more secure fi¬ 
nancial footings. 

In developing their proposals, the 
teams were encouraged to be creative 


and innovative, but were reminded to 
keep in mind the position of Street 
Sense as not only a business model but 
also as a service organization dedicated 
to providing aid to people experiencing 
homelessness and poverty in Washington 
D.C. While the teams were required 
to completely analyze the financial op¬ 
erations with an eye towards increasing 
revenue and cutting costs where neces¬ 
sary, they were also required to keep in 
mind how any changes they might pro¬ 
pose could potentially impact the core 
missions of the organization. 

After 36 hours of exhaustive, and 
exhausting, research and planning, the 
groups awoke early on Saturday morning 
to make their presentations to the pan¬ 
els of judges whose task was to deter¬ 
mine which group had come up with the 
best plans for improving Street Sense 
in the short and long term future. The 
judges-who came from major business 
leaders and nonprofits in the area such 
as KPMG, Deloitte and the United Way 
among others-listened to 10-minute 
proposals from each group of students. 

Following the proposals, the judges 
grilled the presenters on their plan, 
making sure the students had thought 
about every little detail such as how the 
plan might impact the nonprofit status 
of the organization or how the organi¬ 
zation might have to change their or¬ 
ganizational structure to accommodate 
the plan. During one of the presenta¬ 
tions, the judges went so far as to in¬ 
quire whether the students had polled 
city council members to determine the 
likelihood that a piece of legislation on 
which that groups plan depended would 
actually be passed by the council. 

“These are all things that need to be 
considered when you are putting to¬ 
gether a business plan for an organiza¬ 


tion,” the judge informed the student. 
“If the law doesn’t pass, then your plan 
is dead on arrival. Where would the or¬ 
ganization be if they were to take your 
advice and find out that the law didn’t 
go through?” 

Following the morning presentations, 
the scores of the judges were tallied 
and finalists were selected from the 
morning groupings. The teams from 
Florida State University, the University 
of Michigan, McGill University and Wash¬ 
ington University of Saint Louis were in¬ 
vited to present their ideas to a panel 
of all of the judges, the client organiza¬ 
tion and all of the other teams. In the 
end, the presentation by Florida State 
University was selected narrowly over 
the proposal from McGill University. 

The winning proposal from the Semi- 
noles called for Street Sense to redesign 
its website to allow for more personal 
information about the vendors online 
and for strategic partnerships with other 
service partners who could help to shoul¬ 
der some of the burden for the diverse 
missions of the organization as a service 
provider. Both of these strategies are 
already in the works at Street Sense and 
should be fully implemented soon. 

This is the 8th year for the Business 
Strategy Challenge, which was originally 
put together by the Hilltop Consultants 
in 2005 to expose undergraduate busi¬ 
ness students interested in business 


planning and consulting to the real world 
challenges of developing solutions. As 
this year’s client organization, Street 
Sense took part in judging the event and 
received dozens of highly creative busi¬ 
ness proposals which have been analyzed 
by college professors, business students, 
as well as other business professionals. 

“This competition has given us the 
ability to get consulting and ideas which 
our organization could never afford to 
pay for,” said Brian Carome in his re¬ 
marks to the students at the awards 
banquet. “Your (the students) ideas 
will be used to make us better.” 
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Service Spotlight: Transitional Housing Corporation (THC) 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 




By Ashley Trick 

Editorial Intern 


Founded in 1990 as a faith-based 
homeless services organization, 
THC, or Transitional Housing Corpo¬ 
ration has grown into a major Epis¬ 
copal housing agency. They help 
families overcome homelessness 
by providing transitional housing 
and helping parents find the jobs 
or skills they need to move toward 
self sufficiency. THC is currently 
serving over three hundred fami¬ 
lies through its housing programs 
and supportive services. 

Beyond housing, THC also offers 
enrichment fitness, art and tutor¬ 
ing programs to homeless and at- 
risk youth. These programs serve to 
engage children in physical activity, 
promote child literacy, and intro¬ 
duce children to visual arts. In ad¬ 
dition, THC provides employment 
training and counseling, substance 
abuse counseling, and child abuse 


prevention programs. The many 
services are geared toward helping 
families move from homelessness to 
stability and independence. 

THC locations may be found in 
both Ward 4 (935 Kennedy St, NW 
/ 4506 Georgia Ave, NW) and Ward 
7 (342 37th St, SE). Hours will vary 
for each program; more information 
can be found at www.thcdc.org 



Fannie Mae Help the Homeless 
Walkers support THC. 


DEPARTMENT OF 

MENTAL HEALTH ACCESS HOTLINE 

1-888-7WE HELP (1-888-793-4357) 

SHELTER 

Calvary Women’s Services 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE 
(202) 289-0596 (office) 

(202) 289-2111 (shelter) 
www. c a l va ry se rvi ces. o rg 

Central Union Mission (Men) 

1350 R Street, NW 

(202) 745-7118, www.missiondc.org 

Open Door Shelter (Women) 

425 2nd Street, NW 
(202) 393-1909 

www.newhopeministriesdc.org/id3.html 

Community of Hope (Family) 

1413 Girard Street, NW 

(202) 232-7356,www.communityofhopedc.org 

Covenant House Washington (Youth) 

2001 Mississippi Avenue, SE 

(202) 610-9600, www.covenanthousedc.org 

John Young Center (Women) 

119 D Street, NW 

(202) 639-8469, www.catholiccharitiesdc.org 


My Sister’s Place 

PO Box 29596, Washington, DC 20017 
(202) 529-5261 (office) 

(202) 529-5991 (24-hour hotline) 

N Street Village (Women) 

1333 N Street, NW 

(202) 939-2060, www.nstreetvillage.org 

Samaritan Inns 
2523 14th St., NW 
(202) 667 - 8831 

http://www.samaritaninns.org/home/ 

New York Ave Shelter (Men 18+) 

1355-57 New York Avenue, NE 
(202) 832-2359 

FOOD 

Charlie’s Place 

1830 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
(202) 232-3066 

www.stmargaretsdc.org/charliesplac 

Church of the Pilgrims (Sundays only) 

2201 P Street, NW 

(202) 387-6612, www.churchofthepilgrims.org 
Thrive DC 

Breakfast served Mon.-Fri., 9:30-11 a.m. 
Dinner for women and children, Mon.-Fri., 
3-6 p.m. 


St. Stephens Parish Church 

1525 Newton St, NW 

(202) 737-9311, www.thrivedc.org 

Food and Friends 
219 Riggs Road, NE 

(202) 269-2277, www.foodandfriends.org 

Miriam’s Kitchen 

2401 Virginia Avenue, NW 

(202) 452-8089, www.miriamskitchen.org 

The Welcome Table 
Church of the Epiphany 
1317 G Street, NW 

(202) 347-2635, http://www.epiphanydc. 
org/ministry/welcometbl.htm 

MEDICAL RESOURCES 

Christ House 

1717 Columbia Road, NW 

(202) 328-1100, www.christhouse.org 

Unity Health Care, Inc. 

3020 14th Street, NW 

(202) 745-4300,www.unityhealthcare.org 

Whitman-Walker Clinic 

1407 S Street, NW 

(202) 797-3500, www.wwc.org 

OUTREACH CENTERS 

Bread for the City 

1525 Seventh Street, NW 

(202) 265-2400 

1640 Good Hope Road, SE 

(202) 561-8587, www.breadforthecity.org 

Community Council for the Homeless at 
Friendship Place 
4713 Wisconsin Avenue NW 
(202) 364-1419, www.cchfp.org 

Bethany Women’s Center 
1333 N Street, NW 

(202) 939-2060, www.nstreetvillage.org 

Father McKenna Center 
19 Eye Street, NW 
(202) 842-1112 

Friendship House 
619 D Street, SE 

(202) 675-9050, www.friendshiphouse.net 

Georgetown Ministry Center 
1041 Wisconsin Avenue, NW 
(202) 338-8301 

www. georgetownmi nistrycenter. org 


Martha’s Table 

2114 14th Street, NW 

(202) 328-6608, www.marthastable.org 

Rachel’s Women’s Center 

1222 11th Street, NW 

(202) 682-1005, www.ccdsd.org/howorwc.php 

Sasha Bruce Youthwork 
741 8th Street, SE 

(202) 675-9340, www.sashabruce.org 

So Others Might Eat (SOME) 

71 “0” Street, NW 

(202) 797-8806; www.some.org 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Academy of Hope GED Center 
601 Edgewood Street, NE 
(202) 269-6623, www.aohdc.org 

Catholic Community Services 

924 G Street, NW 

(202) 772-4300, www.ccs-dc.org 

D.C. Coalition for the Homeless 
1234 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
(202) 347-8870, www.dccfh.org 

Community Family Life Services 

305 E Street, NW 

(202) 347-0511, www.cflsdc.org 

Foundry Methodist Church 

1500 16th Street, NW 

(202) 332-4010, www.foundryumc.org 

Gospel Rescue Ministries (Men) 

810 5th Street, NW 

(202) 842-1731, www.grm.org 

Hermano Pedro Day Center 
3211 Sacred Heart Way, NW 
(202) 332-2874 

www.ccs-dc.org/find/services/ 

JHP, Inc. 

425 2nd Street, NW 

(202) 544-9126, www.jobshavepriority.org 

Samaritan Ministry 

1345 U Street, SE 

1516 Hamilton Street, NW 

(202) 889-7702, www.samaritanministry.org 


SHELTER HOTLINE: 
1 - 800 - 535-7252 
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LAST WORDS 


By Alex Karmazin 

Volunteer 


A LETTER TO WHITNEY HOUSTON 

By Veda Simpson 

Vendor 



Speaking to Victor Blokhine, you 
might reflect on how the language bar¬ 
rier can disadvantage immigrants trying 
to start a new life in America-that is, if 
you can understand him. Victor speaks 
only one language, after all: Russian. 

If you do manage to communicate 
with Victor, you will learn that was 
once a respected engineer in the So¬ 
viet Union. For 25 years, he worked at 
various Russian institutes and universi¬ 
ties, teaching and researching complex 
mathematical theories. Even now, he 
feels more comfortable talking about 
the theory of perpetual motion than 
about his own life. 

Fed up with communism, Victor sold 
his home and nearly all of his posses¬ 
sions and left for America. But upon ar¬ 
riving, he soon learned that the land of 
opportunity offered few opportunities 
to those not fluent in English. Then, 
after settling in Georgia and working 
a series of odd jobs, Victor was falsely 
accused and convicted of immigration 
fraud. Unable to defend himself, he was 
left to the mercy of the courts. 


“It’s not that they didn’t understand 
me,” said Victor, describing the expe¬ 
rience. “It’s that they didn’t want to 
understand me.” 

After 14 months in prison, Victor 
found himself homeless. He traveled to 
Washington, D.C. in search of work, but 
still he found himself blocked because 
of his inability to communicate with 
people. With his situation growing dire, 
he turned to the Adams Place shelter 
for support. 

Once at the shelter, Victor finally 
found a stable source of income: work¬ 
ing for Street Sense. Now employed, 
he is struggling to find a roommate to 
share the cost of an apartment. If he 
manages to leave the shelter and find 
stable housing, Victor is certain that his 
life will improve. 

"It's not that they didn't un¬ 
derstand me," said Victor, 
describing the experience. 
"It's that they didn't want 
to understand me." 

Knowing that the transition will re¬ 
quire hard work and plenty of time for 
him to save enough money, Victor is 
determined to make his own rent pay¬ 
ments—even if the task proves more 
difficult than solving the puzzle of per¬ 
petual motion. 
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What is the definition of beauty and talent? Whitney Houston! Miss Whitney Hous¬ 
ton had beauty inside and out. I myself have a lot of love and respect for Miss Hous¬ 
ton. I really cannot find the words to express the why I feel. Well.... Let me try... 


Dear Whitney, 

First giving honor to God because He is worthy to be praised. I trust this will find 
you at your best, standing taller than the tallest tree and feeling stronger than the 
strongest bull. As for myself, at first I was lost, empty and hurt because a part of me 
was gone... you! And we never had a chance to say good-bye, to take the hankerchief 
out to wipe my eyes. Although I’m older, you were my younger idol. You gave me 
life when life was not worth living. Through your weakness you, my friend, gave me 
strength. We both kind of come from the same walk of life. We both have a talent 
for singing.Regardless of what we sang, we both had on the armor of God. When 
we sang out, our voices rolled over the still awakened waters, down through the 
deepest valleys and up, around and over the highest mountains and floating on the 
softest, fluffiest, purest white cloud through the heavenly gates into the ears of our 
higher power. That’s what I feel when I sing and I know by the way you sound. You 
did, too! I cannot question why you left so suddenly because, in reality, it wasn’t. 
First, you weren’t ours at all. God just lent you to us from the beginning for a while, 
and He knew the exact day and time He was going to take you back home, even 
though you didn’t know. I never met you personally, but from what I heard and saw, 
you were a lot like me: fun loving, kept people laughing, willing to give someone 
the shirt off your back. Don’t laugh, but I can remember when I gave this woman 
the sweatshirt off my back to put on her dog because he was cold and shivering. An¬ 
other thing we had in common was drug addiction we were recovering from. Those 
who have never been there don’t understand. It is an illness you will have the rest 
of your life. You just don’t have to act on a feeling, and being in the business, you 
were under the pressure and all. It was hard, but heck, we don’t need the approval 
of any human if you give it to God. He understands that it’s all that matters. All 
have come short of the glory of God. Everyone is addicted to something whether 
it is eating, shopping, etc. It could have happen to the average person. To take a 
prescribed medication can relax you mentally. If you then get in hot bath water, you 
relax physically. If you go underwater, all of you is relaxed. Physicians know that 
they are not to give recovering addicts narcotic drugs, but it’s just a business to 
them. Someone was to be with you at all times. What they gave you at the Grammys 
was utterly ridiculous, but, then again, our reward is in Heaven. You go ahead and 
get your reward now, and let the angels fly you to Heaven with you heavenly wings, 
and lay down in the bosom of God, and rest yourself. You’re long over due, and you 
owe it to yourself. You’ve done good in your Earthly walk of life. Don’t worry about 
a thing. I know you’re alright; I’m alright. This kind of reminds me of this song: “I 
come to the garden alone. While the dew is still on the roses and the voice I hear 
falling in my ears the son of God discloses. As we walk with me and he talks with me 
and he tells me I am his own and the voice we hear as we tarry there, none other 
has ever known.” May God bless and keep you wrapped in his arms. 

Peace my friend, 

Veda, Vendor 

















